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A set of laws and ordinances 
designed to protect public health, 
safety and welfare in four ways:

� Reduces potential hazards

� Lowers construction costs

� Provides consistent construction
standards

� Helps ensure community well-being

What is the building code?
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� �Make Thee an Ark...": 

� Methods and materials 
for construction of the 
ark are explicitly stated

•Size of ark

•Type of wood to use

•Number of stories •Means of egress

•Light and ventilation requirements

SPECIFICATION CODE

THE FIRST BUILDING CODE CAN BE 
FOUND IN THE BIBLE, IN CHAPTERS 5 & 6 
OF THE BOOK OF GENESIS, WHEN NOAH 
WAS TOLD HOW TO BUILD AN ARK.



Code of Hammurabi
� King of Babylonia, 

1700 B.C.
� One of earliest sets of 

laws found
� Inscribed in Old 

Babylonian on 8-foot 
tall Stella of black 
diorite

� Code required death 
as penalty for poorly 
built homes

PERFORMANCE CODE



Catastrophic Events
That led to the development of 
today’s Building Codes



Great Chicago fire
� Oct. 8, 9, 10 – 1871

300 lives lost

18,000 buildings lost

$200 million in damage

2,000 acres burned in 27 hours

90,000 homeless



� 172 students, 2 teachers, 1 rescuer lost lives

� Overheated steam pipes ignited nearby wood joists 

� Led to revision of fire codes for schools and fire drills at schools

Lakeview Elementary School 
��� � Collinwood, Ohio ��� � March 4, 1908



Coconut Grove, Boston
� Nov. 28, 1942

� 492 lives lost

� 300 could have been 
saved had doors 
swung outward

� Prompted major 
efforts in fire 
prevention and 
control
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165 killed, 164 injured

Catalyst for Kentucky Building Code



HISTORY OF KY BUILDING CODES

1980

The first edition of the Kentucky Building Code

2002

The first edition of the Kentucky Residential Code

KRS 198B State governing statute

Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances

Chapter 150 Building regulations

Other Land usage ordinances can be found in Title XV 
of the Louisville Metro Code of Ordinances 



Kentucky Building Codes

KBC KRC

KBC & KRC are based on the ICC Codes



KBC Referenced Codes

•National Electrical Code

•KY Plumbing Code

•International Mechanical Code

•Numerous NFPA Codes

•ADA/ANSI A117



The Building & Mechanical section of IPL 
consists of the following divisions:

Construction Plan Review - 11 Plan reviewers 

Building Inspections – 14 Inspectors

Electrical Inspections – 14 Inspectors

Elevator Inspections - 3 Inspectors

HVAC Inspections – 11 Inspectors

Plumbing Inspection- 4 Inspectors
* State Plumbing Inspectors inspect outside the urban service district  



PERMITS
Building, Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing, 
Fire Suppression, Fire Detection, Signs, 
Moving,Parking lots & Wrecking

2005, issued over 42,000 permits

PLAN REVIEW
Building Code, Land Development Code, Fire hydrants,

Landmarks, Overlay Districts, Curb Cuts, etc.

INSPECTIONS
Building, Electrical, HVAC, Plumbing, Elevators
Fire Detection, Fire Suppression, Moving, 
Parking lots, Signs & Wrecking

2005, performed over 80,000 Inspections



Other:

City of Jeffersontown

10146 Watterson Trail

Plan Review & Permitting Office

444 S. 5th Street

Opened January 18th, 2005
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Metro Development Center is 
represented by 10 Agencies



PLAN REVIEW



Building Code Review

Land Development Code 

Landmarks, 

Overlay Districts,

Fire Hydrants,

Curb Cuts.

Small Cities approval

Etc.…

Required Reviews



SUBMIT

PERMIT

APPLICATION

&

TWO SETS OF 

PLANS

Application for Permit



Inspection Procedure

Building :1. Footer, Foundation and slab inspection 
2. Framing inspection ( After Mechanical’s )
3. Final inspection  ( Before Occupancy)

Electrical, Plumbing & HVAC: 1. Rough in

2. Final

* Check with your local building department for 
required inspections at  time of permit issuance.

Louisville Metro

Required Inspections



FOOTING INSPECTION



FRAMING 
INSPECTION



FINAL INSPECTIONS:

Upon completion of the building, the owner or agent shall 
request a final inspection. If substantial compliance with the 
approved construction documents and permit has been 
achieved, a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued.



OTHER REQUIRED

FINAL INSPECTIONS

HVAC & PLUMBING ELECTRICAL



CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY



112 VIOLATIONS

112.1Unlawful Acts: It shall be unlawful for any person, 
firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter, extend, 
repair, remove, demolish or occupy any building or 
structure or equipment regulated by this code, or cause 
same to be done, in conflict with or in violation of any 
provision of this code. 

Fines: KRS198B not less than $10 nor more than $1,000. 
Each day constitutes a separate offense.



Questions


